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Welcome!
Whether you are a member of KAM Isaiah Israel, a member of
the wider Hyde Park-Kenwood community, or someone who
worked to bring our sanctuary back to its magnificent original
glory, I want to welcome you to our ceremony of rededication.

Many, many people helped bring us to this moment. 

First and foremost, nothing would have happened without our
congregational donors, who stepped up and gave from the
heart to bring this project to fruition. Donations large and
small were all welcome and necessary. Also essential were
numerous grants from a variety of outside organizations. And
of course, the various skilled and knowledgeable people who
did the actual repairs, restoration, installations, cleaning, and
revitalizing allowed the vision to come to life.

Current and former staff of KAM Isaiah Israel, too, were an
integral part of all the work, which could never have been
completed without them.

Today’s program was carefully planned by a wonderful and
diverse group of KAM Isaiah Israel members and staff. I hope
you all find it meaningful and beautiful, and enjoy looking
around our restored sanctuary as much as I do.

We are so glad you are all here, and we’re looking forward to
gathering together for worship, celebration, and building
community in this space for many decades to come!

Lenore Mass

Lenore Mass, Chair
Venice Czarnecki-Lichstein

Debbie Green
Kineret Jaffe
David Litvak

Lauren Mostrom

Rachel Rhodes
Irene Sherr

Roberta Seigel
Beth Sklarsky

Max Stein
Joel Worthington

The Rededication Committee



Rededication Ceremony Program 
 

Welcome—Julie Volchenboum, KAM Isaiah Israel President 

“Lift up Your Heads,” Composed for the original 1925
dedication of the sanctuary by Heniot Levy, and dedicated
to Rabbi Joseph Stolz--Cantor David Berger, KAM Isaiah
Israel Community Chorale, and Kol Zimrah

Lighting of Chanukah Menorah—House Committee chair
and past chair Patrick Rosen and Fred Stein

Hanging of Mezuzah—Rabbi Daniel Kirzane, Lenore Mass

Bringing the Torah to the Ark—Osnat Strulov-Shlain

Address—Rabbi Daniel Kirzane

Blessing—Rabbi Frederick Reeves

“KAM Isaiah Israel Sanctuary Song,” Composed for the
2025 sanctuary rededication by Cantor David Berger—
Cantor Berger, Community Chorale, and Kol Zimrah

Words of Congratulations

Words of Gratitude—Campaign Co-Chairs Dan Mass,
Lainey Canevaro Weinstein, and Amy Wishnick

Closing

Reception to follow in Vick Hall



A special “THANK YOU” goes out to the incredible staff
of KAM Isaiah Israel, who rise to the occasion every day. 
We wouldn’t be the vibrant synagogue we are without 

your dedication.

Rabbi Daniel Kirzane

Cantor David Berger

Osnat Strulov-Shlain, Executive Director

Elisa Aranoff, Interim Youth Educator

Kimberly Kent, Administrative Operations Coordinator

Jacob Perkins, Administrative Assistant

Eva Griffin Stolbach, Program Assistant

Deanna Neil, Special Projects

James Mackey Jr., Facilities Team 

Olga Perez, Facilities Team

John Sefner, Facilities Team

Gabiella Betancourt, Facilities Team



SPECIAL THANKS
With gratitude, we recognize the leaders, partners, and contributors
whose vision and dedication guided this restoration to completion.

Clergy & Executive Leadership
 Rabbi Frederick Reeves

 Executive Director Scott Nelson

Congregational Leadership
 Past Presidents: Max Stein, Kineret Jaffe, Lenore Mass

 House Committee Chairs: Fred Stein, Patrick Rosen

Campaign Leadership
 Campaign Co-Chairs: Dan Mass, Lainey Canevaro Weinstein, Amy

Wishnick

Fundraising Partners
 Avrum Lapin (The Lapin Group)

 Gianfranco Grande (Partners for Sacred Places)

Restoration Partners
 Our profound gratitude to the teams whose craftsmanship

returned the sanctuary to life—
Bulley & Andrews (especially Christopher Bruns) · Daprato Rigali

Studios · Carol Seating · Diversify · CCI Flooring · Rosen Architecture
· JLK Architects · Jones & Cleary · The Lapin Group · Partners for

Sacred Places, and more



In 1847, our congregation was founded as an Orthodox
institution, primarily at the instance of the six Kohn
brothers, who had recently arrived in Chicago with their
families. They were gravely concerned that their mother
would wither away because she refused to eat meat that
had not been ritually killed by a shochet and there was
no shochet in the city. The new congregation, Kehilath
Anshe Ma’arav, Congregation of the Men of the West,
composed primarily of immigrants from the Bavarian
region of Germany, quickly hired a shochet from New
York who doubled as a rabbi.

Thus began our remarkable history. Only five years later,
the minority of members who were from Prussian
Poland decided that KAM was not sufficiently Orthodox.
So they formed a new congregation, B’Nai Sholom.
Through the founding of other congregations in the
1890s and various mergers, B’Nai Sholom became
Temple Isaiah Israel in 1924. In 1971, KAM and Isaiah Israel
merged.

During the last three decades of the nineteenth century,
KAM and B’Nai Sholom shed their Orthodox lineage and
became nationally prominent Reform congregations and
adopted Reform rituals. But in the 20th and 21st
Centuries that has not meant a lockstep unity of
approach to major issues of the day by our clergy or our
laity. For example, we have had a staunchly anti-Zionist
rabbi, Gerson Levy (1906-1937), a rabbi so devoted to the
State of Israel that he retired early to make Alyiah, Morton
Berman (1937-1957), and a rabbi who loved Israel but was
often highly and vocally critical of its actions, Arnold
Jacob Wolf (1980-1998).

Mini-History of 
KAM Isaiah Israel Congregation



In other ways, there has been remarkable consistency
over time. The best example is the prominent role which
women have played in our congregation almost from the
beginning. In 1858, B’Nai Sholom formed one of the first
sisterhoods in the country. Immediately following the
Columbian Exposition in 1893, women from both KAM
and B’Nai Sholom played a prominent role in founding
the National Council of Jewish Women. During the Great
Depression, the Isaiah Israel Sisterhood was far more
successful than the all-male Board of Directors in raising
money to pay interest on the mortgage on this building.
During the 1950s, the KAM and Isaiah Israel sisterhoods
took the congregational leads in actively fighting the
scourge of McCarthyism through lobbying of state and
federal officials, public education events, and the like.
They were also active in the efforts to preserve Hyde
Park-Kenwood as an integrated community in the 1950s
and 1960s. And today, fifteen of the officers and directors
of the congregation are women and only four are men.

From the beginning, intellectual pursuits have been an
integral part of our congregational life. KAM’s first
scholar-in-residence, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, appeared
in 1856. In 1909, Jane Addams spoke at Isaiah Israel on the
occasion of Leo Tolstoy’s eightieth birthday, talking about
both his literary legacy and his staunch opposition to
Czarist policies. In 1966, Dr. Martin Luther King gave an
extraordinary speech at KAM.



We have also had a strong love of music. Jascha Heifitz
performed at Isaiah Israel and Pete Seeger performed
at KAM. KAM and Isaiah Israel jointly honored the
composer Ernest Bloch, whose Kol Nidre for solo cello is
performed every year during our Kol Nidre service.
KAM/KAMII’s long-time music director, Max Janowski
(1938-1991), wrote much of the musical liturgy that is still
used by congregations around the world. Max also had
a contract with Metro Goldwyn Mayer to record his
arrangements of “Palestinian music.” Isaiah Israel
Cantor, Andrew Foldi (1950-1959), and his choir, gave the
first ever performance in the Chicago area of Handel’s
oratorio, Jephthah. 

Throughout most of our history, congregants have had
a strong commitment to social justice. While they have
invariably manifested that commitment through their
work, they have also seen the value of communal efforts
through our congregation. 

For 175 years, our congregants has been committed to
Jewish rituals as they have evolved over time and to
intensive study of Jewish concepts, history, and beliefs.
They have also sought to live those beliefs in their daily
lives, as well as enjoying the beauty that a Jewish life
can provide. For 175 years, this has been a truly
remarkable congregation.

Jerry Meites



Want to Read More History?

During the KAMII Sesquicentennial in 1997-98, the
History Committee wrote a highly entertaining and
informative decade-by-decade history of KAMII.
Each chapter depicted life in the congregation(s)
during that decade. Beginning next month, that
history will be made available to the congregation
on the KAMII website for the first time since its
original publication.



A feeling of awe and majesty, a sense that something
important will happen, envelopes those entering the
sanctuary designed by architect Alfred S. Alschuler
(1876-1940) for Isaiah Temple, which was founded in
1895. Opened on September 12, 1924, the sanctuary was
envisioned as the first piece of a complex designed in a
picturesque Middle Eastern style, including a chimney
disguised inside a minaret, that suggested the historic
roots of the Jewish people and was inspired by recent
archeology in the Middle East. The brick exterior of the
sanctuary, with a band of blue and green tiles near the
roofline, was loosely inspired by a 1913 domed
synagogue in Essen, Germany.

As a building of the 1920s, the octagonal sanctuary,
while it may have looked to the past, was built with
contemporary technology: it has a steel support
structure, and its interior walls and columns, resembling
large blocks of stone, are actually finished with plaster
tooled to resemble stone. True stone is found in the
marble walls and columns surrounding the ark.

KAM Isaiah Israel Sanctuary Architecture

Stained glass windows feature
Moses, holding two tablets of the
Law on which the numbers one
through ten, representing the 10
Commandments, are written in
Roman numerals (!), and the
prophet Isaiah, for whom the
congregation was named. Other
windows represent the values of
Justice, Peace, Truth, Holiness, Love,
and Piety through various motifs.



What accounts for the acoustics of the sanctuary? A
Guastavino vault! Spanish architect Rafael Guastavino
brought this Catalan system of thin arched tiles to the
US, allowing for large spaces to
be covered without support columns.

On October 19, 1924, Isaiah Temple merged with
congregation B’nai Sholom Temple Israel, and the
month-old building was renamed Isaiah Israel. In June
of 1971, KAM congregation, founded in 1847, merged
with Isaiah Israel congregation and moved into the
Isaiah Israel building, and a third name was engraved in
the limestone above the three doors facing Greenwood
Avenue.

 Joan Pomaranc



D E S I G N E D  I N  1 9 2 4  B Y  A R C H I T E C T
A L F R E D  A L S C H U L E R ,  O U R  S A N C T U A R Y

S T A N D S  A S  A  C O R N E R S T O N E  O F
J E W I S H  L I F E  I N  C H I C A G O .



Officers of the Board

Julie Volchenboum (President)
Paul Staniland (Vice President)  

Tilly Davis (Secretary)
Rich Lipman (Treasurer)

Lenore Mass (Ad Hoc Member)
Sarah Lichtenstein-Walter (Ad Hoc Member)

Board Members 2024-2026 Term 

Francesca Gossett
Rebecca Janowitz

Aliza Kaliski
Joan Pomaranc
Amy Wishnick

Board Members 2025-2027 Term

Leora Auslander
Sara Banai

Paula Givan
Susan Gzesh

Alex Price
Joel Worthington

Board of Directors



MISHPACHA: OUR FAMILY. OUR FUTURE.

Donors
INNOVATORS

Daniel P. & Lenore^ E. Mass
The Sklarsky Family^

Anonymous (3)
Emily Barr & Scott Kane

Sandy^ & Steve Davidson
Kineret Jaffe^ & Morton Silverman

Ron Jericho (ז״ל‎)
Joseph R. Marlin(ז״ל‎)

 Barbara & Jonathan Moss
Martha C. Nussbaum

Bequest of the Estate of Marlene & Harold Richman
Michael Rosen In memory of Lee Haupt
Joan & James Shapiro Foundation, Inc.

Nikki^ & Fred Stein*
Janet Surkin^ & Robert Stillman

Paula Worthington & Bruce Meyer

PIONEERS

Key:
of blessed memory ( ז״ל )
^board member during the campaign
*contributed in Phase 1 and Phase 2



MISHPACHA DONORS CONTINUED

ADVOCATES

Anonymous (2)
Aronsohn & Simon Families

Michael Dockterman & Laura Di Giantonio
Suzanne Gossett ^

Stephanie & Howard Halpern *
The Kieff – Levinson Family
Helen Kim & Ronald Cohen

Margie Smigel Family
Jane Winter & Richard Larson*

LEADERS

Anonymous - Chicago Community Foundation
Anonymous (5)

Barbara Stolberg Adelman & Steven A.(ז״ל)  Adelman
Duffie A. Adelson *^

Ralph ( ז״ל ) & Ernestine Austen
Lainey Canevaro^ & Kevin Weinstein

Ron & Queta Bauer
The Berks–Whitaker Family
Ruth & Lawrence^ Bloom *
Leigh Breslau & Irene Sherr

Rona & Ralph Brown
Brian & Tracy Coe

Eleanor^ & Frederic Coe
Lisa & Nathan Eimer

Key:
of blessed memory ( ז״ל )
^board member during the campaign
*contributed in Phase 1 and Phase 2



MISHPACHA LEADERS DONORS CONTINUED

Gabrielle & Peter Edgerton in honor of Ruth & Larry Bloom
Sue & Paul Freehling

Amy^ & Andy Gelman
Paula Givan ^

Paula A. Golden (ז״ל) & Family
Debbie Green & Rich Lipman^

Linda Greenberg Hanessian & Brian Hanessian
The Herron–Raphael Family

Rebecca Incledon & Paul Staniland^
Rebecca Janowitz ^

Lisa Jericho In Memory of:
Rita Guggenheim, Walter & Louise Oster, 

Lew, and Claire Jericho
Susan & David Kalt

Catherine and Don Kleinmuntz
Linda Landrum & Robert Gertner

Elizabeth & Howard Helsinger
Ruth Eckdish Knack

Gary & Joan Laser
Howard Laten^ & Nancy Fritz *

Mark Mandle * – In memory of Louis & Adrienne Mandle
Susan Bass Marcus & Stephen D. Marcus

Jerry Meites ^
Thomas R. Meites & Lynn S. Frackman

Lauren & Richard Miller
Jonathan Perman & Melissa Hilton

Joan C. Pomaranc ^
Rabbi Frederick & Lauren Reeves

Monica & Patrick Rosen
Cecilia & Joel^ Roth

Jonathan (ז״ל) & Joy Rosner



MISHPACHA LEADERS DONORS CONTINUED

Becky & David Rubin – and to the congregants who 
came before us and built our community and 

legacy of family and values 
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter 

Dan & Marcy Schlessinger 
Barbara & Thomas Schnitzer 

Brenda Shapiro
Tom Shapiro & Madeleine Grynsztejn 

Sheila & Mel Shochet 
Steven J. Sibener & Linda Young 

Roberta & Howard Siegel 
Reed Singer 

Kyle Petersen & Max Stein^ 
Rita Sussman In Honor of Rabbi Fred Reeves 

Amy^ & Jonathan Wishnick * 
Grace Wolf

Aveva, David, and Lisa are making this donation 
from The Robert I. and Gloria L. Yufit Family Fund 

in memory of our parents.

Granite Palombo-Amit
Anonymous (10) 
Kathy Abbott ^ 

Jessi Coral, Coral Leah & Martin Ephraim Keshet Allender 
Suzanne Allender ^ 

Bernice Liberman Auslander  (ז״ל )
Leora Auslander^ & Thomas C. Holt, 

In memory of Bernice Liberman Auslander

BUILDERS

Key:
of blessed memory ( ז״ל )
^board member during the campaign
*contributed in Phase 1 and Phase 2



Danielle & Ben Austen 
Cantor David Berger & Rabbi D'ror Chankin-Gould 

Sara Banai ^ 
Paula Berger

Jay E. Berkelhamer & Jacqueline Berkelhamer
Sally & Reed Brody 

Jane & Robert Calvin 
Carole Cohen

Kenneth & Kim Cohen
Phyllis & Howard Cohn 

Anne Corwin Pomaranc, in honor of Joan Pomeranc 
Matthew Cramer 

Tilly Davis ^ 
Gift from Robert & Louise Despres

Erin Drever & Joshua Golden 
Daniel Dorfman 

Rabbi Laurence Edwards * 
Cantor Miriam Eskenasy 
Walter & Gretchen Falk 

Allon Fisher 
Laurie & Bruce Fleisher 

Lynn Foreman (ז״ל) 
Nadine Foster & Jacob Rotmensch 

Marvin & Rosalie Fruchter 
Andrea & Marc Garfinkel

Elliot B. Gertel
Susan Goldin-Meadow 
 Rosemary & Larry Gill 

Alfred & Mark Goldstein 
Stephen Goodman

Frances Gordon 
Francesca Gossett ^

Shari & Chuck Granat

MISHPACHA BUILDERS DONORS CONTINUED



MISHPACHA BUILDERS DONORS CONTINUED

Fran & Robert Grossman 
Susan Gzesh ^

Debra Hammond
Leah Zonis Harp 

Dara Henning
Jane Heron In Memory of David Zucker 

 and In Memory of Lucy Ascoli 
 Suzanne Himmel-Pollack 
Andrea & David Hirschfeld

Arlene Kaganove
Arielle Hirschfeld & Dmitry Kondrashov 

Scott & Maria Hodes 
Mark Hornung & Jacqueline Pardo

Seth Patner
Jonathan Jaffe 

Martin & Margaret Johnson
Susan B. W. Johnson

Renee Judd & David Itzkoff 
Aliza Kaliski^ & Geoffrey Wool 

Cantor Aviva Katzman & Morris Maurer 
Leslie Kay^ & Maryellen Begley 

Ed & Alexandra Kazyanskaya
Daniel & Jessica Kirzane

Claire Kohrman 
The Lambert–Colitto Family 

Joshua Leavitt^ 
Ruth W. Levine 

Susan & Mike Levine 
Key:
of blessed memory ( ז״ל )
^board member during the campaign
*contributed in Phase 1 and Phase 2



MISHPACHA BUILDERS DONORS CONTINUED

Susan Levitin * 
Susan & Donald Levy 

Gilbert S. Lichstein & Ruth A. Czarnecki-Lichstein^ & family 
Sam & Sarah^ Lichtenstein Walter 

Sandy Lieberman 
Susan & Charles Lipson 

Jan Litvene – In memory of Paul Wolf 
Sylvia Mann 

Marc Meltzer 
Sylvia & Chuck Meyers 

Lauren Mostrom 
Rabbi Rachel Mikva & Mark Rosenberg 

Beth Najberg - In honor of grandchildren 
Ruby, Ben, Annabelle * 

   Gloria & Allen (ז״ל) Needlman 
Bud Newman 

Lauren Newman & Larry Joseph * 
Joan Novick (ז״ל) 
Deborah M. Pratt 
Alexandra Price ^ 

Emilie Pulver 
Barbara Risman 

Mark & Barbara Rosenberg
Bob & Marsha Rosner 

Carol Rosofsky 
Arlene Rubin 

Diane & Scott Salk, in honor of Joel Salk 
 Deloris & Harold )ז״ל(Sanders 

Robert Schwartz, in honor of our granddaughter, Ilana
Mitzi Schwartz, and our grandson Amos George Schwartz



MISHPACHA BUILDERS DONORS CONTINUED

Adam Shaw^, Sindhu Rajan & Sonali Shaw 
Reeva Shulruff, MD * 

Laura & Ben Stein 
Susan Stodolsky 

Caryn & Laurence Straus 
Osnat & Avner Strulov-Shlain 

Claire LaBarbera
Leslie Stulberg & Jerry Levy 

Layla Treuhaft – Ali^ & Aidan Kaplan 
Konstantin & Regina^ Umanskiy 

Marilyn Victor 
Julie Volchenboum  ^ 

Martha Wang 
Warshawsky Family Philanthropic Fund 

Tina & Peter Weil 
Larry White 

Lisa G. Williams ^ 
Nina Winston & Norman Kohn 

Bonnie Wishne 
Jamie & Benjamin Wishnick 

Julia Pudlin & David Wishnick 
Larry Wolin & Maria Leone – In honor of 

Kineret Jaffe’s birthday 
Jennifer^ & Michael Wong 

Rebeca Ortiz Worthington & Joel Worthington^ 
Lynn Yee & Mark Applebaum 

Richard Zalkind Family Foundation

Key:
of blessed memory ( ז״ל )
^board member during the campaign
*contributed in Phase 1 and Phase 2



MISHPACHA ADDITIONAL DONORS 

Lucy (ז״ל) & Peter Ascoli 
Brant^ & Roslyn Veilleux 

National Fund for Sacred Places
City of Chicago – Adopt-A-Landmark Grant

Driehaus Foundation Grant – Friends of Historic KAMII
Save America’s Treasures – Chicago Park District Partnership

Major Grants Supporting the Restoration of KAM Isaiah Israel

Anonymous Geothermal System Donation



Governor JB Pritzker 

November 24, 2025 

KAM Isaiah Israel 
1100 East Hyde Park Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60615 

Dear Rabbi Daniel Kirzane and congregation, 

I am pleased to celebrate with KAM Isaiah Israel on the event of the
rededication of their historic 100-year-old sanctuary, following its
renovation. 

Since its founding, KAM Isaiah Israel has been a spiritual home to
countless Illinoisans. That influence is due in no small part to its
congregation’s resilience and commitment to its community and values. 

And of course, that we can celebrate such a storied history of KAM
Isaiah Israel is a testament to the faith and connection of its congregation
and staff. I am honored to join in celebrating the rededication of KAM
Isaiah Israel Temple. 

On behalf of the people of Illinois, I offer my best wishes for an
enjoyable and memorable celebration, and for many more great years
ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Greetings from the Governor of Illinois



Greetings from the Mayor of Chicago



Greetings from the Jewish United Fund



Office of the President
 |One West Fourth Street, NewYork,NY10012 212-824-2201 rehfeld@huc.edu  | 

Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.
The Gus W. Herrman President and Professor of Political Thought 

December 14, 2025 / 24 Kislev 5786 

Rabbi Daniel Kirzane and Julie Volchenboum, President 
KAM Isaiah Israel 
5039 S. Greenwood Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60615 

Dear Daniel, Julie, and the Congregation of KAM Isaiah Israel,

The Board of Governors, faculty, students, alumni, and administration of Hebrew Union

College join in expressing our heartfelt congratulations on the completion of your

historic sanctuary restoration and its rededication on the first night of Hanukkah.

As a proud pillar of Chicago's Jewish community, KAM Isaiah Israel has been a beacon

of Reform Judaism, enriching the spiritual and cultural life of the city. For a century,

your magnificent sanctuary has served as a sacred gathering place where generations

have come together in worship and celebration. The multi-year renovation you have

undertaken is a testament to the congregation’s deep commitment to preserving this

architectural and spiritual treasure for future generations. Through your vision and

dedication, you have ensured that this beloved sanctuary will continue to serve as a

beacon of Jewish life and learning.

On a personal note, writing as a former board member who spent a decade learning,

praying, making music, and celebrating holidays with my family within the beauty of that

sanctuary, I am deeply grateful for your investment and for the powerful message it

conveys about Jewish continuity on the South Side.

The timing of this rededication during Hanukkah is especially meaningful. You are

preserving not merely a building but, like the rededication of the ancient Temple, a

kehillah kedoshah—a sacred community devoted to Torah, worship, and acts of human

kindness.

May your sanctified work continue to bring light, learning, and inspiration into the world

as you go from strength to strength.

Chag Hanukkah Sameach, and mazal tov on this historic achievement.

Greetings from Hebrew Union College



Irene Sherr & Leigh Breslau
 Nancy Fritz & Howard Laten

 Debbie Green and Rich Lipman
 Lenore and Dan Mass
 Barbara and Jon Moss

 Deloris Sanders
 Roberta and Howard Siegel
 Nikki Will and Fredric Stein

 Janet Surkin and Bob Stillman

Special Thank You to Rededication Sponsors



Learn more about
our sanctuary 

Join our mailing list

Make a donation to 
KAM Isaiah Israel- Sanctuary

Rededication


